
Elite Mountain Homes

One of the pleasures of renting 
a vacation home is an 
architectural design that adds 

to your personal comfort.  Mary Anne 
of Elite Mountain Homes specializes in 
buying mountain homes, then working 
with Clockwork Construction in 
Idyllwild to tailor the living space for 
both weekend visitors and long-term 
vacationers.

An excellent example of this 
partnership is the French Château style 
home on Fern Valley Rd in Idyllwild.  
Theo Parker, the general contractor, 
adapted the outside entrances so that 
the downstairs bedroom became a 
private suite. He connected the suite to 

the great room by adding a small spiral 
staircase, and styled a clever inset 
closet for storage. This design solution 
enables guests to join group activities 
above or maintain their privacy below.  

A second spiral oak staircase leads 
from the entry to the master bedroom 
complete with Jacuzzi tub. Glass doors 
open onto a balcony from the master 
suite and loft, again offering the option 
of seclusion.  Mary Anne and Theo 
also opened the space for the dining 
and living rooms so guests could share 
meals and conversations in front of the 
majestic river rock fireplace. Handsome 
stained glass, bay windows, skylights, 
and glass doors flood the space with 

sunlight and connect it to nature with 
the soothing sounds of Strawberry 
Creek.

Spacious, secluded grounds behind 
closed electric gates add to the tranquil 
beauty of this grand three story house, 
and decks along one side lead to a 
private spa. Guests can relax in a 
hammock by Strawberry Creek or by 
the waterfall/pond in the backyard. 
Improvements continue as the interior 
of the garage is reconfigured to create 
an artist’s studio or more space for 
large groups. 

Mary Anne and Theo applied this same 
comfort strategy to the Cedar Street 
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